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ulroTI
ux{se
UH(iIJL

srdrrs
uxCrst

I
I
I

I
T

T

I
I
I
I

t
I
I
I
I
I
I

isot uriria
150? lrHRxsS
t5os urrirs4
1435 urstz
0280 u[Yclo
0264 UHYDRY

,352 9HYK)VE
0828 UHYXCR

1557 uHYltoc
1'43 UTYPER
1437 UHYND

0268 urYTLt
166I UHYIO
1441 uHYtox
1429 uHYrorx
zltll utoE
2I&] UTDIH
1921 uttllJsl
t922 utxusz
1923 urrus3
tgzc nrtusg
1925 utruss
1926 urxus6
1927 ytitusT
1928 utxusS
t955 tficBol
1956 rflcBDz
1957 urcBDS
1958 IJKCBD4
1959 rfic805
1960 uxc8D6
1961 lficBD7
1962 rJxcBoS
0617 UXDCo1
0616 lrcco2
0519 lJrDGOl
0620 ulDco4
1971 rlxPrcl
1972 rfiPLC2
1973 uxPLcS
1974 lfiPLC4
1975 urPLcS
tczc xi,t c6
t977 tfiPLC7
1976 tfiPLC8
1947 rfistl
1948 er.srz
1949 UISTI
1950 tfiSr4
1951 lfisT'
1952 TJKST6
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ALPXABETICAL TXDEX OF VARIAELES

?

yt

HUO I.IBBABY

ililtIilttf ]tililIiltIll]
T 22545

DATE DUE

2037 YIRXJT
2058 YTRXJz
2059 YIRIJS
2O4O YTRXJ4

2041 YrRLJs
20a2 vTnxJ6
2013 YiRxJT
2044 YTRXJS
0767 YUxExP
0799 n xExPz
oE00 YUXEXPS

0801 YurErP4
0770 YVEr
0806 YYET2
0809 wET3
08'10 YVET4

2045 Yvxcrt
2oa6 wlrcrz
2047 YVHCLI
2(N6 wHcL4
2049 YVHCLS

2050 wlrcL6
2051 YvHcLT
2052 YVHCLS

0766 YI'ELF
0796 YlJEtt2
0797 YrrELt3
079E Yr.ELt(
0766 YrfiClrP
0802 YrarcilPz
0&3 wrcilP3
OEO4 YlfiCIP4
0224 zloEo
0589 ZTDULI
0505 z GE

0045 zBlrLr
0594 zCHtLo
t699 zcor8o
0600 zcorP
0oE7 zcRqD
0226 zDe?t
2012 zDtsTl
2013 zDtsr2
20t4 zDrsT3
2015 z0rsT4
2016 zDrsT5
2017 zDtsr6
20tE zDrsrT
2019 zDtsTS
tTol ztxz8o
0621 zrxc
06Zt Zrrc2
17!2 Ztxc&)
0622 zrxc
0624 ZIICB

0624A ZltlcH
05248 ZINCT{

t700 znD60
t7a3 zu2E0
1742 ZLABlo
0002 uErf,o
03E0 zxrvE
0020 zorE
0067 ZPARK

006E ZPARX2

1079 ZPRTCE

t076 zPRrcEI
17i12 ZREI80
to64 zRElrT
t065 znr
03E1 ZSElvll
03E2 ZSERVX2

tz5 zsHxSl)
1062 ZSIHC
to63 zsrxcP
00(0 zsPEc
0179 zsrtx
0061 zrtv
r03l arilL
1032 zuTlL2
to69 zvl
l3t5 zxcRoD

1337 ZXPARK
1322 ZXREXT
1300 zXTEX

t

I
I

Storles lrom the AHS

To get some of the flavor of this survey, it helps to look at par
stories. To illustrate, we describe here iust two families,
generously given their time to answer the questions of the At

The first family in the 1974 file is an elderly white couple,
rural non-metropolitan area in the South, not on a farm (contr

85-87 years old, and the wife is 82. They have lived in the
$15 per rnonth in rent and $45 per rrrcnth in utilities. They sa

the neighborhood is excellent. Their main source of heat is a
plumbing and kitchen equipment. They say they receive $1
$1,564 from SSI, and $40 of interest, for a total of $3,O25 per

old r

$1,812 of Social Security, $124E from SSI, and no interest, for
answer the Social Security question, and we'allocate'$1204.
calculate a total of $1808. According to SSI rules, the total
been between about $2,700 and $3,640 inl97L76, depending
lived in, so this famil/s answers are reasonable, though the
do not know what happened to this couple after 1975, since r

went back to this home.

Of the houses which stayed in the file from 1974-83, one of tI
in a rural non-farm, non-metsopolitan area in the South
owned by a white family: 38 year old husband, 32year

t
I
T

I
I
r

old son. They have lived in the house since it was new in th,

worth $5-7500, and they have no mortgage. Annual taxes
They say both housing and neighborhood quality are good.
fireplace. They have 5 rooms, two bedrooms, a bathroom,
and two room air conditioners. They report 91,800 annual r^ HtcHSMtrH ,rliexr

from a non-farm business they own, for a total of $5,100. In ,-. -
amounts, but as wages: $1,8fi) for the wife again, and $5,000 for the hu$and, with no business
income. (They also get an unvented kerosene heater in 1975.) In 1976 the wife's wages go up to
$2,000. The family does not answer the questions on the husband's wages or the business. We
'allocate' $12,m0 for each of these items, so we calorlate a total of $25,000. In 1977 the wife's
wages rise to $2100, the husband's wates are $5,50, and the business disappear+ so we calculate
a total income of $8,000. They convert another room to a Hroom in 1977, presurnably so the 17
year old daughter and 10 year old son no longer have to share. They now have 3 bedrooms, but
still only 5 rooms in all and one bathroom. In 1978 the wife's wages fall back to $2,00, the
husband's wages are !$6,(n0, and the daughter, now 18, earns $550, for a total of $8,550. Also
another son is born! The older son is now 11, the nmther 36 and the father 42. The house is now
worth $15F17J00, annual taxes are $57, and monthly utilities are $180, so housing costs are 25% of
incorne. In 1979 the wife's wages fall to $1,0(X), probably because of the new baby, but the
husband's rise to $15,000 and the daughter earns $500, for a total of $17J00. Also they install a
vented room heater in 7979. In 1980 the wife's wages go back up to $2300, the husband's and
daughte/s wages are zero, but the non-farm business brings in $7,000, for a total of $9300. In 1981
the wife's wages rise to $2,7ffi and the business brings in $10,000, for a total of $12)7C{J. In 198i1 (no

survey in 1982) the 23 year old daughter has left home. The wife eams $21fi). They do not answer
the question on how much the business brings iry and we'allocate'$2500, for a total income of
$4,900. At this interview the husband is 4Z the wife 41, the sons 15 and 5. The house is worth
$1250G20,000, the taxes are $63 per year, and the monthly utilities are $270. Thus housing costs
appear lobe 67% of income, though that indudes allocated incpme. They still have two room air
conditioners,5 rooms, 3 bedrooms, and a bathroorn We never went back to this familn since we
selected a completely new sample of housing units after 1983. (summadzed by P. Burke)
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The questionnaire at the back of any AHS publication and the codebook show many oth€r questions. Most variables
have a code for not applicable (e.9. lor vacant unils or non-interviews) which is the digit 9, repeated tor as many columns
as the variable has (e.9. 9, 99, 9999). Exceptions are listed.

Variable Num-
ber and Name

Geooraphy

I
I
I

I

I
I
I

12
15

22
28
44
47
50

69
73
75
77

1

3
REGION
METRO

NEIGH
SMSA

ISTATUS
IENURE
BUILT
NUNITS
ryPE

UNITSF
R@MS
BEDRMS
BATHS

KTTCHEN
PLUMB
HEOUIP

NEWMEQ
CSruEO

ZADEO
t-owH
CSTMNT

FIOW\I
EAGE
EABAN
EROAD
NUCRIM
SHP
SHPCLS
NEWTHN
TRN

1 Northeast, 2 Midwest (North Central),3 South, 4 West
1 Central City, 2 Urbanized Suburb,3 Oher Urban Suburb,4 Rural Suburb,
5 Urbanized Nonmetro, 6 Oher Urban Nonmetro, 7 Rural Nonmetro
1-580 any cases wilh same number are in same cluster ol neighbors, 9999 NA
80-9320 Standard MSA codes, 9999 Nonmetro or suppr€ssed MSA, Page 11 ol Code Book

General

1 Occupied, 2 Beside elsewhere, 3 Vacant,4 Non-lnterview
1 Orvn,2 Rent,3 No Cash Bent
'l'79,2'75-78,3-70-74,4 '60s, 5 50s, 6'rlos, 7 30s, 8 20s, 9 pre 20, 80-95'80-85
1-101+ Unhs
1 House/Apt, 2 Mobile Home no permanent room added, 3 Mobile Home permanent room added,
4 Resiriential l'lotel, 5 Transient Hael, 6 Rooming House, 7 Boat/BV, 8 RR Car, 9 Oher Unil;
Non-Hsg units: 10 Boarding House, 11 Dorm, 12 Mobile Home Site, 13 Hotel, 14 Other
0Don'tKnow, 1-5001+sqtt l"l ',f Nri nef*le-c/
1-21+ Rooms
0-10+ Bedrmms
0-10+ Bathrooms

Eouloment

1 Complete, 2 No Complete Kilchen: sink, tefrBerator, bumer(s)
1 Yes completo, 2 ltems missing, 3 All three items missing - hol water, toilet, tub or shower
1 Heating ducts, 2 Radialors, 3 Heat pump, 4 O,ther permanenl eletric , 5 Wall furnace,
6 vented healer, 7 Unvented kerosene heater, I Portable electric heater, 9 Stove,
10 Fireplace with insert, 1 1 Fireplace without inserl,12 Oher, 13 No Healer
1 New equipment,major replacement, 2 l.lo, 3 This household replaced, 4 Replaced by other
0-9996+ (S0-$9,996 or more) lor equipmenVmalrr replacement

Unh Oualhy

'l Adequate, 2 Moderately lnadequate, 3 Severely lnadequate
1-10 Worst to Best Scale, 98 Nol answered
0 Nothing spent, 1-9997 ($1-$9,997) spent on maintenance in past year

Nelohborhood

1-10 Worst to Best Scale, 0 No neQhborhood, 98 Not Answered
1 Other Buildings wilhin 300tt are oHer, 2 Same age, 3 Newer, 4 Ages Mixed, 5 No buildings
1 One abandonedrboarded, 2 More than one, 3 Ndnons
1 Mafirr repairs needed, 2 Minor repairs, S No repairs needed
0 Crime nc,t bothersome, 1 Crime bothersome
1 Shopping lrcilities adequate, 2 lnadeqale, 3 Donl Know
1 Yes, grocery or drug store within 1 mile, 2 No
1 Yes, public transportdion available, 2 No
1 Adequate public transporldion, 2 lnadequale, 3 Donl Use

* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING 0FFICE ; 1990 0 - 272-535 QL 3

117
137
162

224
22s
227

204
20s

291
304
305
308
312
357
3s9
374
376
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Household Composltlon

3 Husband of Reference person, 4 Wife, 5 Child, 5 Parent, 7 Sibling, 8 Other relative,
9 Non-relative with own relative present, 10 Non-relative withor.[ relative plesent
0-91+ Years old
1 Married,2 Widowed,3 Divorced,4 Separated,5 Never married
1 While, 2 Black, 3 lndian, 4 Asian, 5 Other
1 Hispanic or Spanish American, 2 Not Hispanic or Spanish
1 Male, 2 Female
1-98 Persons in household
0-1 1+ Adufts in household (18 or older)

lncome

-10000 to 999996 Reference person & relatives' income, usually top code is $100001
-10000 to 999996 Household income, usually top code is $100001
0-100001+ Salary of Reference person
1 Yes Social Security lncome or Pension, 2 No
1 Yes Welfare or Social Security lncome, 2 No
1 Yes savingVinvestments over $20,000, 2 No, 8 Not answered
1 Yes received lood stamps, 2 No
-1000 to 100001+ Total non-salary income ol Relerence person and relatives

Houslng Asslstance

490
506
alt
537
5s3
s88
589

AGE
[,IAR
RACE
SPAN
SEX
PER
ZADULT

I
I
I

621
623
655
681
683
696
701
704

823
824
825
826
827

zrNc
zlNc2
SALl
OSS
OWELF
INV2OK
OFSl
VOTHER

PROJ
SUB
SUBLOC
SUBINC
SUBtvtOR

BUYE
AMTE

ZSMHC
RENT
VALUE
NUMI,IOB
INT
PMT
PMT2
AMTX

MOVED
RMYEAR
XATEN
XACOST
XHRATE

COI.JTROL

WEGHT
VACANCY

t 1 Yes publicly owned housing, 2 No
1 Yes Federal Governmenl pays some cost of unit, 2 No
1 Yes State or local governmsnt pays some cost ol unh, 2 No
1 Yes household income reported so renl can be set, 2 No
1 Yes low cost mortgage obtained through governmsnt program

Utllltles

1 Electricity nol used, 2 lncluded in rent or fees, 3 Free
1-261+ Average Monthly Costof Electricity

960
972

1 062
1 067
1 068
1 095
1110
1 145
1 146
1 162

Houslno Cost

1-99996 Monthly housing costs, 99998 mortgags paymont not reported
1-751+ Monthly contract r€nt
1-25000'l+ ($1-$250,001 or more) value of property
1-6 Mortgages, 8 Not Answered, 9 No Mortgage or rentar etc.
0000-9997 (0.00% to 99.97%) interest rale on primary morlgage
1-2001+ ($1-$2,001 or more) primary mortgage payment, 99998 not answered
1-2001+ ($1-$2,001 or more) second mortgage payment, 99998 not answered
0 None, 1-20 Yearly properry tax by $50 intervals to $1,000, 21-36 by $100s to $2,500+

Moblllty

100 Reference person born in unil, 1-85 year moved in
1 Yes reference p€rson moved here last 12 months, 9 No or Not applicable
1 Ownedbuying previous unh, 2 Rented, 3 No cash rent
1 lncreased housing cost, 2 Same cost, 3 Decreased cost, 4 Don't Know
1 Better than old house, 2 Worse, 3 About lhe same

Samole Stalus & Allocatlon

Consistent control number for matching the same homes 85N-93N, 12 digils
Adjusts lor sample design, and tor non-response, 8 digits including 2 implicit decimal places
1 Vacant lor rent, 2 For rent or sale, 3 For sale, 4 Rented, not yet occupied,
5 Sold, not yet occupied, 6 Held lor occasional use, 7 Other year round units,
8 lor summer use, 9 lor winter use, 10 Other s€ason, 11 Migrants, 99 Occtpied or
Non-interview

1229
1 261
1291
'1316

1446

1515
1522
1 546
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